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Via Crucis was written for The Handful Chamber Choir.

The first performance was given by them
in Bath in the Spring of 2020.

Duration: c. 12 minutes.
FULL SCORE

For more information:
Facebook: @peter.relph.composer
Twitter: @PeterWRelph



TEXT

Jesu Christe crucifixe, miserere mei.
I Christus condemnatur ad mortem.
II Jesus Suscipit crucem.
I1I Jesus prima vice sub cruce labitur.
IV Jesus obviate matri.

V Ubi Simoni Cyrenaeo crux imponitur.
VI Veronica Christo sudarium porrigit.
VII Jesus ad portam Urbis Jerusalem cadit secondo.
VIII Turba mulierum plangent super Jesum.
IX Jesus tertio cadit ad ascensum Calvariae.
X Jesus exuitur vestibus.

XI Jesus cruci affigitur.

XII Jesus in cruce moritur.

XII Corpus Christi de cruce deponitur.
XIV Corpus Christi in sepulchre ponitur.

Jesu Christe crucifixe, miserere mei.



In 2019 I was delighted to be asked to write a piece for The Handful Chamber Choir’s concert
in the Spring of 2020. I had been considering setting the stations of the cross (also known as
the Via Crucis) to music for some time, and this seemed like the perfect setting for such a piece.

The piece has been designed as a meditative procession, with sections of silence between each
of the stations. The melodies, as in much of my music, are inspired by medieval plainchant,
Cumbrian folk song, and contemporary classical music. A cross motif, introduced in the bass
part in the opening of the piece, is gradually developed as the piece progresses; and the music
gradually grows in intensity to the death of Jesus on the cross in station XII.
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